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[Greetings-fromPresidentMasashi Kuroda]

Masashi Kuroda
President
Japan-America Society of Osaka

Over the past year, we have seen an increasing number of
opportunities that let us feel we got back to normal life after the
COVID-19 pandemic.

In our organization, Japan-America Society of Osaka, we have
been able to hold all the annual events successfully.

Once again, we would like to thank and acknowledge the
cooperation and generosity of our members and all those
involved.

We are also delighted to see newcomers joining through refer-
rals from our members, and our circle of exchange expanding
further.

The spread of social media in recent years has made it much
easier to connect with people from other countries.

However, there is no substitute for face-to-face interaction,
and we believe that providing such opportunities is one of the
important roles of our organization. Looking ahead, we will
continue to seek ways to encourage more young people to
participate.

We are committed to working with you to help strengthen the
ties between the United States and Japan, while deepening our
understanding of each other's history, culture, and customs.

Your continued support and cooperation would be greatly
appreciated.
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2023 Thanksgiving Day
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Arlington Cup Horse Race 2024
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On Thursday, November 16, 2023, we held a Thanksgiving party at the Westin
Hotel Osaka, co-hosted by the Japan-America Society of Osaka and the American
Chamber of Commerce in Japan (ACCJ). This year, we welcomed Mr. Jason R. Cubas,
Consul General of the United States of America, and Mr. Tsutomu Himeno, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan, from the Consulate-General of Japan in
Osaka and Kobe. A total of 163 people, including JASO-ACCJ members, participated.

Following the speeches by JASO Chairman Kuroda and Ms. Simone Thomsen, ACCJ
Kansai Governor, Mr. Jason R. Cubas, Consul General and Mr. Tsutomu Himeno,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan, on behalf of the guests of
honor, and Mr. Jason R. Cubas's turkey cutting ceremony were held, and the party
started in a relaxed manner.

This year there was also a Jazz performance by a group of performers active mainly
in the Kansai area, and the venue was filled with gorgeous sounds. The participants
spent a pleasant time while enjoying the superb thanks festival cooking by the chefs
of Westin Hotel Osaka.

On Saturday, April 13, 2024, we held an annual event of the Osaka-
Japan-US.

Society and the Arlington Cup at the guest room of the Hanshin Racecourse
in JRA with a total of 55 people.

The day was blessed with beautiful clear skies, and we enjoyed watching the
race with a beautiful view of cherry blossoms and grass.

The event began at 1:30pm with a greeting from JRA Hanshin Racecourse
Manager Mr.Yoshitaka Tomoda, and while receiving a lecture on horse racing
from Mr.Tetsuya Yamamura of PR Center, even beginners were able to try their
hand at making race predictions.

The Arlington Cup was won by
{ the most popular Disperanza, ridden
by jockey J. Moreira, who outran
every horse in the straight line.

A social gathering was held after
the race, where participants enjoyed
light meals and chats, and the partic-
ipants had endless conversations in
a very friendly atmosphere.

JASO /X rDFEI5H JASO Event Information
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Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024 Thanksgiving Party Co-hosted with ACCJ
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Friday, Jan. 17, 2025 New Year’s Reception
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April, 2025 (TBD) Arlington Cup Horse Race
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July, 2025 (TBD) 2025 Annual General Meeting and Reception
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We will post the event information on our website soon. Please check it out.
JASO homepage: www.jaso-1946.com

HHOTEMZBHFHLTOET!

We look forward to your participation!
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2024 Annual General Meeting and Reception gg

20244ETH26H () V—H 1A Y )L AT VKR CHIfEE 7220244 1% All proposals were approved at the FY2024 Board of Directors
MHE - RRCBERLT ATOREENKRENE LI Meeting and General Meeting held on Friday, July 26, 2024, at the
FEBITITBERD M EN, JASO BHHEE S RICK S5 1&#Hi  RIHGA Royal Hotel Osaka.
T REZRKRLUTBUHE R R kL O THhEZ T Following the general meeting, a reception was held, with
72X E Uz, Z D% IERPRC- M KERRHS P2V R 77—/ ZKRIC  opening remarks by JASO Chairman Masashi Kuroda, followed by
XBTHRE LMD TI i TRBIS N AR —FLE L, remarks by Mr. Tsutomu Himeno, Ambassador Extraordinary and
JazzDEFEBEDHN BN N N—=H—=HDKESLUOIKBUCIAZ,  Plenipotentiary of Japan, on behalf of the guests of honor.
WEDLA] ZIXEDOHAREN T, BEFITEGERICELVL O LRE KD E After that, Mr. Jason R Cubas, U.S. Consul General in Osaka-Ko-
be, gave a speech and proposed a toast to start the reception.
T | r With live jazz music playing
in the background, the guests
enjoyed a pleasant time of
chatting and dining on various
| Japanese dishes such as sushi
and soba noodles, in addition
to hamburgers and other
dishes typical of the U.S.
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2024 New Year’s Party
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SR L SOz I T FE I DN E X On Friday, January 19, 2024, we held our annual New Year's party at Rihga
ANDTHEN SBIFHELEZMIIID (hdERDFE LM ¥ Royal Hotel Osaka "Sanraku no Ma" with approximately 130 people in
TRLLBITHIN DL A0 F Ul WMkt JazzifiZ3ic  attendance.

KB EFMRD AN BEERIY—HaAvILET)b Following the greetings from JASO Chairman Kuroda and Jason R. Kubas,
KIRDERLOWIBRFLE SR ERUATOIZIEEE L, Consul General of the United States in Osaka and Kobe, we received a greeting
FIAFE, HEEDBLAICEN TV A SR M Y72%  from Tsutomu Himeno, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary in charge
IEZTIEROITED EAD, BIRODOEKICIET SN0z of Kansai, the government representative.
REFEFLRESFICHERZBHBMOVEEEELNOLE This year, out of consideration for those affected by the Noto Peninsula
1573 fall DN QY il 5 5= Y el Earthquake and the aviation accident, Kagami-biraki and toasts were canceled,

e but we had a peaceful opening with everyone. After the toast, everyone enjoyed
B . B i T delicious food from Rihga Royal Hotel Osaka
and chats in a peaceful atmosphere with jazz
music.

In addition, the raffle where you can win
luxurious prizes, which everyone looks
forward to every year, was a great success, and
everyone who participated had a great time
taking home a lucky bag on their way home.

2023 EPE NN —T o — IR 20 t85kk  List of Donators for 2024 New Year's Party
R DEN RS EEICDLYESHERL EIFEY,  We graciously appreciate the generous support we have received.
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HOSOKAWA MICRON CORPORATION KYORAKU SYSTEM CREATE CO.,LTD. SAKURA COLOR PRODUCTS CORP. TATSUUMA-HONKE BREWING CO., LTD.
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[Message fromConsul-General]

Jason R. Cubas, Consul General
U.S. Consulate General Osaka-Kobe

[ am honored to introduce myself to the members of the
Japan-America Society of Osaka, one of the historic organizations
connecting the U.S. and Osaka. My name is Jason R. Cubas, and I
am the new Consul General at the U.S. Consulate General in Osa-
ka-Kobe. Since August 2023, I have had the privilege of serving in
this vibrant and culturally rich region of Japan.

Throughout my 25 years in the Foreign Service, I had the honor
of serving in various capacities around the world. Most recently, I
was the Counselor for Management Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in
Lima, Peru. My previous assignments have taken me to Washing-
ton, DC as the Deputy Executive Director for the Bureau of Intelli-
gence and Research; Tokyo as the Supervisory General Services
Officer; Basrah as the Deputy Consul General; and Fukuoka as the
Principal Officer. Additionally, I had the pleasure of working in
Managua, Seoul, and once before in Osaka-Kobe.

Academically, [ hold a J.D. from the University of Miami, School
of Law, and a B.A. in History from Florida International University.
My passion for Japanese culture and history led me to pursue grad-
uate studies in medieval Japanese history at the University of Miami
Graduate School. I am fluent in both Spanish and Japanese, which
has greatly enriched my professional and personal experiences.

On a personal note, I am married and have two wonderful chil-
dren. My family and I are thrilled to be back in Japan, a country we
deeply admire and appreciate.

[ look forward to fostering strong relationships and collaborat-
ing with the Japan-America Society of Osaka and its esteemed
members. [ am confident that together we can continue to
strengthen the bonds between our two nations and promote
mutual understanding and cooperation.

Thank you for your warm welcome. I am excited about the
opportunities ahead and look forward to meeting many of you in
the near future.

Warm regards,
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We regret to inform that MrKunio Takeda, our previous
Chairman for 2001-2003, passed away.

We would like to express our deepest sympathy and heartfelt
condolences to his family.

¥R & % 52 Editor's column
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It has been a year since we took over the secretariat.

We were anxious about the management, but with the support of
JASO members and everyone else involved, we were able to complete
the year successfully.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you all.

The entire secretariat is determined to tackle the remaining year with
a renewed spirit, and we would like to ask for your continued support.




